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Course Information Outline and Expectations 

Garden City High School 
 

"Thinking is inquiry, investigation, turning over, probing or delving into, so as to find something new or to see what is                     
already known in a different light. In short, it is questioning."  

—John Dewey, How We Think 
 

Teacher: Ms. Balantic Room: 139 Phone: 478-2850 Email: balanticj@gcufsd.net  
 
Why does geography matter?  How do societies create and maintain order? What is the purpose of government?  How is 
interdependence part of the global experience?  How do societies address scarcity? Why is change inevitable? Does the 
individual shape society, or does society shape the individual? In what ways are ideas both mirrors and catalysts? Can 
conflict be avoided?   These are some of the essential questions we will explore this year as we begin our study Global 
History and Geography.  
 
Throughout the year, you will be introduced to a chronological, cross-cultural survey of history from Paleolithic times to 
the Enlightenment.  You will engage in a comparative study of the history, politics, economics, and cultures of different 
regions of the world.  You will also learn and use social science techniques and concepts to study the past and encourage 
critical thought about the present and the future.  
 
There will be a major emphasis on the use of primary and secondary sources to uncover historical evidence from which to 
draw conclusions and formulate opinions.  In addition, a great deal of time will be spent on developing the art and craft of 
writing.  The ability to present ideas clearly will be a major focus of this class. There is a final at the end of ninth grade. 
 
Units 
1. Introduction -- Paleolithic Period and the Neolithic Revolution 
2. The Evolution of Civilization: From Ancient Civilization through the Development of Empire 
3. Golden Ages in Europe, Africa and Asia 
4. Renaissance and Reformation 
5. The Age of Exploration 
6. The Age of Absolutism 
7. Review and preparation for final exam 
 
Text:  Ellis and Esler/, World History, 2011 
Materials: 

❑ Three ring binder (approximately 1 1/2 inches to be used just for social studies) 
❑ Loose leaf paper 
❑ Pens and #2 pencils 

 
Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
1. To develop chronological thinking skills necessary to examine Global History from the earliest times to 1750. 
2. To distinguish between secondary and primary sources and develop the skills necessary to analyze each. 
3. To develop the ability to formulate a thesis and support it using historical evidence. 
4. To think critically about historical events in order to draw conclusions about the past and the present. 
5. To define, develop and practice research skills. 
 
Behavior Expectations 
1. Participate positively in class discussions and activities, including cooperative and independent tasks. 
2. Come to class prepared with the necessary assignments and materials (a three ring binder, pen, text); be ready to work 

when the bell rings. 
3. Be a serious student.  Be prepared to think about and discuss historical and current issues of significance. Do your 

best work 
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Grading Policy 
In this course you will be evaluated on a variety of assignments.  Each assignment will be worth a certain number of 
points to be specified at the time the assignment is given.  The percentage grade may be determined by dividing the total 
number of possible points for that assignment by the points you received.  
 
TESTS, WRITING, PROJECTS (50-100pts) 
● Given at the end of each unit and will be announced in advance.(50-100 points each) 
● A variety of questions will be on each test including multiple choice, short answer, essays, current events. 
● If you are absent, you must make up the test the day you return (unless, of course, if your absence is prolonged then 

we will make other arrangements). 
 
QUIZZES, PROJECTS, HOMEWORK 
Quickie quizzes (5-10 points each) 
● Unannounced and can be expected on any given day. 
● Based directly on homework or work from the previous day. 
● Given at the beginning of the period, may not be made up if you are late. 
 

Comprehensive quizzes (20-35 points each) 
● Announced a day or two in advance and will cover a fair amount of material. 
● If you are absent, you must take the quiz the day you return. 
 
PROJECTS (25-50 points each) 
● Assigned throughout the year, will vary in nature and may require individual or group collaboration. 
● Will give you the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding and mastery of material in non-traditional ways. 
 
HOMEWORK (5-15 points each) 
● A variety of assignments will be given: reading and answering questions, analyzing current events, preparing essays, 

doing projects, writing position papers, etc. 
● Always collected; late daily assignments are not accepted; late projects are heavily penalized. 
 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (5-100 Points each -- may be assigned a quiz or a test grade) 
● A variety of assignments will be given for in class and/or at home preparation. They will include thematic and 

Enduring issues essays, outlining, current events analysis, etc. 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION 
● Daily participation is expected; however, there will also be specific graded discussions throughout the year. 
● You are encouraged to ask questions to clarify information and to delve more deeply into topics. 
● Constructive, active participation includes speaking up during discussions and actively listening to and respecting 

classmates. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Attendance policy for this course conforms to school and district policy.  Students who are absent are responsible for all 
missed work (notes, homework, tests, etc.).  Students must take the initiative to find out what was missed.  
 
Academic Integrity 
You are expected to do your own work at all times.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the homework, project, essay 
or test in question and will be calculated in your quarter average.  Do the right thing! 
 
 

The important thing is not to stop questioning. 
- Albert Einstein 
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